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1. SUMMARY
The Independent Observer (Global Witness) and the Nguti forest checkpoint carried out
a verification mission at Osirayib, Nguti District, Kupé Manegouba Department,
Southwest Province, from October 9 to 10, 2002.
The objective of the mission was to verify allegations according to which illegal logging
activities were taking place within SSV 11 06 28. This denunciation reached the
Independent Observer through a member of the Osirayib village community.
Sale of Standing Volume (SSV) 11 06 28 is included in the Sales of Standing Volume
Planning Document. The legality of this titles’ allocation depends, among other things,
on the prerequisite respect of the local population pre-emption right, as stated in public
notice No 0484/AP/MINEF/SG/DF/CFC/CEA1.
The mission had a meeting with members of the Osirayib village community, and then
visited an area of the concerned forest.
The main conclusions of the Independent Observer in relation to this mission are:
o The Osirayib village community representatives have, with no title or right to do
so, authorised ENJC to undertake prospecting operations and opening of limits
in SSV 11 06 28.
o Osirayib village has not expressed its intention, nor its will, to establish SSV 11
06 28 as a Community Forest, in all likelihood due to lack of information on the
subject.
o The prospecting and marking of the limits of SSV 11 06 28 denounced by the
local people and undertaken by ENJC are of an illegal nature.
In view of the above, the Independent Observer recommends:
o That prospecting and opening of limits of SSV 11 06 28 by ENJC be stopped.
o The summoning of ENJC and Osirayib village representatives for an official
report in relation to the prospecting and opening of limits activities in a nonallocated forest.
o Actions aiming to better inform this community on the concept of Community
Forest.
NB: The facts related to this mission have at a later date constituted the basis for a joint
mission of the Central Control1 Unit (CCU) and the Independent Observer (see report
031).

2. RESOURCES USED
1

1 4x4 pick-up truck.
1 Tape recorder.

“Control” in the context of this report means “Law Enforcement” or to “check compliance with law”
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-

1 GPS.
1 Laptop computer.

3. COMPOSITION OF THE MISSION
Three members of the Independent Observer (IO) technical team and the representative
from Nguti Forestry and Hunting checkpoint took part in the mission.

4. CONSTRAINTS
No particular constraint was faced during this mission.

5. RESULTS OF THE MISSION
5.1. Summary of the case
On the 3rd of September 2002, a denunciation about illegal logging activities (illegal
access to the forest, prospecting activities, tree marking and opening of limits) in SSV
11 06 28 reached the Independent Observer’s office (see Appendix 1). This SSV is
located in Osirayib, not far away from Manyemen (see map below). ENJC is allegedly
responsible for these activities.
Map: Location of Osirayib village in relation to SSV 11 06 28

KEY
Road followed by
the IO
Limits of SSV 11
06 28

SSV 11 06 28 is included in the SSV Planning Document. This document refers to
SSVs whose allocations are subjected to a pre-requisite respect of the riverside
communities’ rights to Community Forestry (pre-emption right) (see Appendix 2).
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On the basis of the facts stated in the denunciation, the CCU, with the support of the IO,
requested a control mission to the Minister’s Cabinet Office on the 4th of September,
2002. Two weeks later, the IO received a letter from the Osirayib Village Chief in
which he denied the allegations made in the initial denunciation (see Appendix 3).
For lack of having received a mission order within the time limit established in the
Terms of Reference of the project of “Independent Observation in Support of Forest
Law Enforcement in Cameroon”, and in order to prevent an eventual dissipation of
evidence, the Independent Observer carried out this mission in collaboration with the
Ministry of the Environment and Forests (MINEF) external services , as previewed in
point 3.2. paragraph 4 of the Terms of Reference shown below (see Appendix 4).
5.2. Brief meeting at Nguti Forestry and Hunting checkpoint
In the absence of the Nguti Head local forest law enforcement official, the mission met
with Mr. Denis Nemba, local official at this checkpoint. The IO team explained the
object of the mission, which Mr. Nemba agreed to join.
5.3 Meetings with community members
The Osirayib village community members told the IO that they did not know Mr.
Takang, the author of the initial denunciation, and that he was not native of their village.
They accused him of fighting for undisclosed interests.
Amongst other things, the mission wanted to know what the members of this
community understood by the term “Community Forest”, and whether they had
received copies of the SSV Planning Document and the public notice No
0484/AP/MINEF/SG/DF/CFC/CEA1. The village council secretary explained that,
according to their understanding, a Community Forest was a restricted area where the
population could not undertake any activity. The Village Chief, author of the
denunciation that the IO received, declared that his village had not received the
documents mentioned above. He also confirmed that his community had not submitted
any letter expressing an intention to establish a Community Forest in part or all of the
area of SSV 11 06 28. Finally, he declared that he had received information in relation
to this issue from the Korup Project, WCS (Wildlife Conservation Society) and from
MINEF.
5.4.Observations made by the Independent Observer
a) About the illegality of the logging activities
The Osirayib village members did not have the right to authorise ENJC to undertake
prospecting activities in the concerned forest.
By means of article 6(3) of the Order bearing on the pre-emption right, the Osirayib
village members only had until the 20th of June, 2002, to express their intention to
establish part or all of SSV 11 06 28 as a Community Forest. Not having done so, they
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have no rights over this forest, let alone the capacity to authorise a third party to
undertake any kind of activity in it.
ENJC does not have the right either to carry out prospecting activities in the forest
concerned by the public notice No 0848/AP/MINEF/SG/DF/CFC/CEA1. Indeed, as
previewed in article 7(1) of the Order shown below, in the absence of a letter of
intention from a community, the concerned forest must undergo a new call for tenders
in accordance with the legal arrangements related to SSVs. Only after this call for
tenders can an interested company or individual carry out prospecting activities in the
concerned forest. Until the day the mission went to the concerned forest, it had never
been the object of an SSV call for tenders.
b) Misunderstanding of the concept of Community Forest
The Osirayib village representatives view a Community Forest as a restricted area
where the population is not allowed to undertake any kind of activity. This
misunderstanding is allegedly the reason why this village did not exercise their preemption right and is currently excluded.

6. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The main conclusions of the Independent Observer in relation to this mission are:
o The Osirayib village community representatives have, with no title or right to do
so, authorised ENJC to undertake prospecting operations and opening of limits
in SSV 11 06 28.
o Osirayib village has not expressed its intention, nor its will, to establish SSV 11
06 28 as a Community Forest, in all likelihood due to lack of information on the
subject.
o The prospecting and marking of the limits of SSV 11 06 28 denounced by the
local people and undertaken by ENJC are of an illegal nature.
In view of the above, the Independent Observer recommends:
o That prospecting and opening of limits of SSV 11 06 28 by ENJC be stopped.
o The summoning of ENJC and Osirayib village representatives for an official
report in relation to the prospecting and opening of limits activities in a nonallocated forest.
o Actions aiming to better inform this community on the concept of Community
Forest.
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